Why smart engineers
are calling up inverters
on their phones
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Civic award for
mill renovation
A design award has been
won by Westin Drives for
the refurbishment of the
former textile mill in
which the ﬁrm is based.

Huddersﬁeld Civic Society
said that the ﬁve-storey
mill was undergoing ‘a
remarkable
transformation to create a
productive working unit’

The award was presented
to Westin Group chairman
John Eastwood, left, and to
the project designer, Ivan
Moorhouse.

Benefits to our customers of ISO 9001
By Michael Limb, Service Manager
Westin Drives is pleased to announce
an important new accreditation.

Sprocket man

Machinist Matt Phillips
has a reputation for the
swift turnaround of
bespoke parts.

The company has achieved British
Standards ISO 9001: 2015
certiﬁcation, following a rigorous
examination of procedures.

An order was received for
20 half inch sprockets with
internal bearings secured
by two internal circular clip
grooves.

ISO – International Organization for
Standardization – certiﬁcation is an
internationally recognised
benchmark for quality within an
organisation.

It ensures suppliers and customers
can have conﬁdence in knowing our
company consistently meets the
high standards set out by the ISO.
In short, it means Westin Drives:

n Puts customers ﬁrst, making sure
we consistently meet their needs.

n Promotes continual improvement.
n Reviews individual processes and
the quality system for effectiveness.
n Works in a more efficient way, as

‘Good news’: Michael Limb with the ISO certificate

our processes are aligned and
understood by everyone in the
business.

n Meets the necessary statutory and
regulatory requirements.

Service Manager Michael Limb, says:
“This is good news for everyone
because it will help us to continually
improve our operations and enhance
customer satisfaction.”

The CNC machine was
programmed and the
ﬁnished sprockets were
soon in the hands of a
satisﬁed customer.
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WORKSHOP NEWS

As Westin Drives prepares to set on a fifth apprentice,
Jason Kilner talks about his decision to join the company

Versatile inverters
save the day for
Hull furniture firm
Our stock of versatile
inverters helped a furniture
manufacturer which had
suffered an industrial boiler
breakdown.

We received a call that two
inverters – a 7.5kW Invertek
and a 22kW KEB – had failed
after a machine washdown.
The customer required a
fast, cost-effective solution,
which Westin Drives was
able to provide.
We had both power ratings
in stock in the Lenze i500
range and an engineer
available to retroﬁt and
commission them in Hull.

Production was back up and
running in record time.

Warping machine
repair leads to
energy savings
A fault on a textile mill
machine has led to improved
efficiency for a West
Yorkshire company.
An engineer was called out
because of a problem with
the drive system of a
warping machine.

Its 45 year-old, oil-ﬁlled,
variable-speed drive had
ground to a halt. It was
removed for repair and our
electrical engineer Barrie
Harkness suggested an
upgrade to the customer.

Using a WEG inverter, WEG
motor and Motovario
gearbox from stock, the
machine was soon up again.

The project also proved
beneﬁcial for energy saving,
as the old system ran
whether the machine was
producing or not.

The new system retroﬁt only
runs when required and at
an optimum speed to match
requirements.

Jason Kilner at work
on a large motor

Why I chose an apprenticeship
instead of the university route
As I was starting A-levels, I began
to think that university was not the
right path for me. My dad’s a joiner
and from about 14 I would help him
out on jobs. I enjoyed getting stuck
into the work.

At Shelley College, teachers were
intrigued that some of my group of
friends were considering a different
route from university. As it turned
out, two of us are now apprentices.
When it came time for university
applications, I rang around a few
companies on spec. There was a
family connection through tennis
with Westin Drives and I came for
my ﬁrst spell of work experience
during the summer holidays.

It was mainly site visits at ﬁrst
with Fraser, the technical manager,
showing me how to wire and ﬁt
things. After that, I came for two or
three weeks pretty much every
holiday. There was a feeling of
accomplishment when I could
Westin Drives has
recruited a record
number of
apprentices in the
past year. From left,
Jason Kilner, Nathan
King, Adam Daffern
and Liam Medley
learn techniques from
qualified engineer
Wayne Smith

ﬁnish something to a high
standard, which is what we do here.

I then applied to the company and
got an apprenticeship and as soon
as I ﬁnished sixth-form college I
came here. For four months I spent
ﬁve days a week at engineering
college, that’s now down to one.

I’m glad I made the choice of
career. I like the challenge of
overhauling big motors, checking
windings, replacing bearings and
helping to balance them.

I enjoy the work and look forward
to gaining more responsibility.
There’s a friendly family-like
atmosphere here and everyone gets
on really well, which makes for a
good day-to-day life.

It’s also good to work with the
other apprentices. After work on a
Friday, some of us head to the
Magic Rock brewery to talk about
work and other things and to wind
down over a pint or two.

Smarter ways
to diagnose
motor faults
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Fraser Lynch, Technical
Manager, considers how
developments in condition
monitoring can benefit clients

Smart engineers are now turning
to phone-programmed inverters
from LENZE.

The new LENZE i500 range
boasts the usual beneﬁts: high
quality, low footprint and value.

But it also offers programming
via a smart phone on a free app.
This allows the diagnosis and
parameterisation of the inverter
without the use of costly cables
or expensive, complex software.

Stocked by Westin Drives, these
inverters will cover almost all of
your VSD applications up to
110kW.

Repair engineer David Whitehead
working at the pump test bed

High flow of work through
pump repair department
An SKF QuickCollect sensor
offers another way to improve
machine uptime.

This bluetooth-enabled
handheld sensor connects to
apps on iOS, Android tablets,
smart phones and the iOS smart
watch.

Combining vibration and
temperature sensing, data can be
viewed in real time or sent to the
cloud for future analysis.

It is ideal for service, operations,
or maintenance personnel as
part of walk- around data
collection.

Features include:

n Velocity, acceleration
enveloping, and temperature
measurements.

n Easy to understand indications
of machine condition.

n Option to connect directly to
SKF Remote Diagnostic Services.

By Steve Ormondroyd, Workshop Supervisor
Over the last 12 months we have
seen a steady increase in all types
of pump repairs, from centrifugal
water pumps to hydraulic gear and
vane pumps.

Previously we would repair them on
the general workshop benches, but
this took up much needed space
and the required equipment was
not always to hand.

This prompted us to reassess our
repair process and we have now
changed the workshop layout to
accommodate a designated pump
repair area.

As a result, productivity is
increasing as the engineer spends
less time looking elsewhere for
equipment and parts.

Besides improved efficiency, it
means pressure testing is done
away from the motor repairs, with
consequent safety and practical

beneﬁts. We are constantly
developing our capabilities and now
have the ability to load test pumps
to measure ﬂow rate and pressure.

We also check the performance of
all sealing surfaces for leaks to
ensure the repaired pump goes back
to our customers for a high
performance, problem-free life.

Such is the workload that we have
employed a dedicated pump repair
engineer, David Whitehead, whose
task is to repair and test pumps to a
high standard here and on site.
He is also responsible for driving
the pump repairs forward by
working to constantly improve our
methods and equipment.

All mechanical work, such as
repairing worn seal positions on
shafts and repairing excessively
worn wear rings inside pumps, is
done in our own machine shop. We
now also have the facility to
balance pump impellers.
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Why bus sharing
is just the ticket
Customers are beneﬁtting
from energy savings in
their control panels by DC
bus sharing across
inverters.

A customer in Brighouse
approached us for a new
control system for an
unreliable moulding
machine.

Steve Ormondroyd sets up a component on the balancing machine.

Increased capacity leads to
balancing machine upgrade
By Steve Ormondroyd, Workshop Supervisor
Balance is a critical factor for any
piece of rotating machinery.

Whether it’s a pump impeller or a
rotor for an electric motor,
imbalance can cause premature
component failure such as:

n Premature bearing failure
n Damage to shafts
n Damage to a machine’s structure
n Excessive vibration
n Damage to belts and couplings
Our balancing machine has been
fully reconditioned and calibrated
and we now offer this service as an

integral part of our repairs.

Its main function is to check and
correct the balance of medium to
large rotors and armatures, but it
can also accommodate items such as
fan and pump impellers weighing
from 10Kg to 2 tonnes.

We will soon be able to cater for
lighter balancing jobs when we
acquire a second, smaller machine.

This another step towards our goal
of being a one-stop shop for all
aspects of mechanical and electrical
repair, as well as allowing us to offer
a new service to existing and future
customers.

The old panel was ﬁtted
with inverters with braking
resistors for dissipating
wasted braking energy.

Westin Drives technical
services engineers
recommended a new panel,
incorporating DC bus share
technology.

This involves re-using the
braking energy rather than
wasting it as heat.

The machine, now ﬁtted
with new Lenze i500
inverters, boasting already
class-leading efficiency,
along with a Lenze p300
PLC and HMI, operates with
minimum process and
energy waste.

After this success the
company plans to have
another machine control
panel upgraded.

WEG modular motors – ready from stock for our customers
By Fraser Lynch, Technical Manager
As an authorised WEG distributor for Yorkshire,
Westin Drives now stocks its most versatile motors.

WEG’s highly efficient ‘modular motor’ is so called
as it can be quickly and easily modiﬁed to suit nonstandard applications. Yet it still maintains the high
levels of quality that users of WEG’s standard range
have come to expect.
We recognise the beneﬁts to our customers of
stocking this motor as it is ready to be built within
hours, as opposed to days or weeks, where
customers rely on OEMs.

Everything that is crucial to your application
parameters is adjustable. Whether it’s an encoder,

force vent kit, brake or all of the above, the WEG
modular motor ﬁts the bill. More details:

http://www.wattdrive.com/en/products/systemmotors/motor-system.html

